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Church Events 

• Jan 4th  - Alzheimer’s Support 

Group, 1:30 pm, FLC-219 

• Jan 6th - GriefShare Support 

Group begns, 10:00 am, FLC-

219  

• Jan 9th - Awana Zip Line, FLC  

• Jan 14th - Summit Students 

Winter Retreat, Pigeon Forge 

• Jan 18th - Thrive Moms, 6 pm, 

The Lodge 

• Jan 19th - Quarterly Church 

Conference, 6 pm, Worship Ctr 

• Jan 23rd - Lord’s Supper,  

      10:15 am, Worship Ctr 

• Jan 23rd - Men’s Ministry,  

      6 pm, The Lodge 

• Jan 24th - Deacon’s Meeting,  

      7 pm, Choir Suite 

• Jan 30th - Family Worship/PEAK 

Kids Singing, Sunday, 10:15 

am, Worship Ctr 

PLACE  
Spiritual Gifts Inventory Class 
 

Are you feeling confused about where God has called you to serve?  Do 

you have difficulty discerning society’s voices of what you “should” be 

doing versus God’s voice?  Are you searching for what God wants you to 

do?   If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, please consider 

registering for PLACE – Spiritual Gifts Inventory Class which begins on 

Sunday, February 6th, 9 am, through Sunday, March 7th.  This class will be 

facilitated by Dale Willrich.   

PLACE combines 5 elements to give you a complete picture of who you 

are:  Personality Blends, Learning Spiritual Gifts, Abilities Awareness, 

Connecting Passion, and Experiences of Life.  You are the only one who 

can bring your unique combination of these elements to your life & 

ministry.  Registration is required so materials can be provided for each 

student.   

   
M Groups are a great place to share, fellowship, and study with 

others!  Pastor Danny will start a new session of M Groups  

on Sunday, January 9th, at 9 am in The Lodge.  This class is  for 

those who haven’t found a place to connect with a life group.  
 

Contact Pastor Danny, 706-896-2281, at the church office, for 

more information. 

GROUPS 
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Parents - Here’s an awesome opportunity to spend a fun 

evening with your kids and other parents while enjoying 

dinner with the Awana leaders.  You can watch your kids 

have a fun & exciting time “zip lining” through the Family 

Life Center on Sunday, January 9th, 5 pm to 7 pm.  We do 

need you to remain with your kids for the zip line! 

McConnell’s Awana Clubs will resume their weekly 

meetings in the Family Life Center on Monday, January 

10th, after school.   

 

GriefShare Support Group 
Over the past two years, many have lost loved ones and 

are dealing with grief.  You don’t have to go through the 

grieving process alone.  GriefShare is a friendly, caring 

group of people who will walk alongside you through one 

of life’s most difficult experiences.  The next session of 

GriefShare will begin on Thursday, January 6th at 10 am in 

the Family Life Center, room 219.  

  
To register, please go to www.griefshare.org and enter our 

zip code (30546) and then click on “Find Groups”.  Click on 

“McConnell Memorial Baptist” to register. 

Please share this information with your family & friends! 

Book Study  

The Handwriting on the Wall 
Begins Sunday, January 16th, 6 pm 

Family Life Center, Room 219   

 

What better  way to start the new year off right 

than to study God’s Word!  Find comfort in God’s 

specific and powerful promises for the future as Dr. 

David Jeremiah explores the book of Daniel which 

offers some of the most vivid and descriptive  

portions of prophecy in all of God’s Word.   The last 

date to register for this Book Study is Thursday,  

December 30th.   Contact Ed Dearborn at  

706-896-0977 to register. 

Ladies Bible Study 
 

NEW LADIES STUDY: Jan 20- March 3, Thursdays 

9:45-11:45. “Take Courage “ a study of Haggai— 

this Old Testament prophet will give encourage-

ment because courage can evaporate easily in our 

world of compromise.  This is a video/ discussion 

time of study together written by Jennifer Roth-

schild. Facilitators: Nita Bacon, Debbie Louder, 

Phyllis Miller. Call Phyllis to reserve your spot. 

Deadline to sign up Jan 9 to allow time for arrival 

of books. Cost is approximately $16.   

Thrive Moms  
Any moms from the community with 12th grade children 

and under are welcome to join Thrive Moms on the third 

Tuesday of each month, 6 pm, during the school year, in 

The Lodge.  Each meeting looks a little different but all 

include dinner, fellowship and a time for sharing on issues 

relevant to moms and families today.  

Please contact Calah Pearson (706) 599-9144 or email 

thrivemomshiawassee@gmail.com for more information. 

Offering Envelopes 
The company which provides our offering  

envelopes has notified us of a production delay 

which impacts our ability to provide the envelopes 

to you in early January.  At this time, the earliest 

estimated arrival is mid-to-late January.  Once we 

receive these, they will be placed on tables in the 

Welcome Center for pick up.   

 

There are My Offering envelopes in the pew  

pockets which can be used until you receive your 

envelopes.  

mailto:thrivemomshiawassee@gmail.com


Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no long any sea… Rev. 21:1 (NIV) 

When God allowed the Apostle John to see a vision 

of the future and the end of times, he saw a new 

heaven and a new earth. We may have been taught 

that earth passes away and heaven remains, but that 

isn’t the picture Scripture gives us. Our God doesn’t 

waste what He created; He restores it. A new heaven 

and new earth will replace the old order of things 

that will pass away and never return. 

Do you realize the implications? Pandemics, 

pathogens, and shutdowns will cease to exist 

because there will be no more death and decay will 

no longer be a part of the picture. Dangers from war 

will cease and nuclear weapons will no longer be a 

threat. The lion and the lamb will lie down together. 

It will be more than our minds can imagine or 

comprehend. 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will 

be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All 

these things are gone forever. Revelation 21:4  

Now think about this. In the new creation, people 

will never hurt each other again. It won’t even be 

possible because we will be new creations in the 

fullest sense of the word and we will be living in 

grace and by grace. That means we will never have 

our feelings hurt, never get discouraged, or cry out 

in frustration again. Instead, we will overflow with  

gratitude, enjoy everyone around us, celebrate on a  

daily basis, sleep in peace if we choose to sleep at 

all, feast on good food if we want to eat, and see 

beauty everywhere. How could it be any other way?  

We know the heart of our the King and it is good. 

How could the new creation be anything less? 

So what does this mean for you as you prepare to 

enter into a new year. First, don’t get stuck in the 

old order of things. Don’t get mired in its thought 

processes or be limited by its perspectives, or 

trapped in its futility. You will still have to deal with 

those things at times, but they are not your lot in 

life. You don’t live in that climate, not as a citizen of 

the Kingdom. Even now, you can give people a 

glimpse of that realm—the unlimited grace and joy, 

the expectation of fruitfulness, the energy of the 

celebration of life.  It’s real. It’s lasting. And it’s 

coming. (Adapted from Chris Tiegreen’s Heaven on 

Earth.) 

But in keeping with His promise, we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where 

righteousness dwells.  So then, dear friends, since you 

are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 

found spotless, blameless and at peace with Him.  

2 Peter 3:13-14 (NIV) 

 

Happy New Year!   

     Pastor Steve 

Pastor’s Pen 
Steve Taylor, Lead Pastor 



Servants in Ministry 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 6th 

PLACE - Spiritual Gifts Inventory begins 
 

Friday, Feb 11th - Feb 12th  

Marriage Retreat at Camp Truett 
 

Sunday, February 13th 

First Steps Class 
 

Tuesday, February 15th 

Thrive Moms 
 

Sunday, February 27th  

Men’s Ministry 

January 2nd 

Welcome Desk - R. & C. Larson 

Cart Drivers -  Captain- D. Rabon 

S. Moates, G. Denton, B. Cone 

PEAK Jr - P. Estrada, C. Pearson 

PEAK Kids - T. Skinner 
 

January 9th 

Welcome Desk - N. Dearborn, C. Nitzsche 

Cart Drivers -  Captain- J. Nichols 

B. Miller, R. Parker, J. Brock 

PEAK Jr - V. Awtrey, A. Awtrey 

PEAK Kids - E. Blair 
 

January 16th 

Welcome Desk - J. McConnell, L. Shook 

Cart Drivers -  Captain- R. Peterson 

W. Nelson, C. Houser, T. Folmar 

PEAK Jr - C. Chastain, K. Douberly 

PEAK Kids - M. Turner 

January 23rd 

Welcome Desk - S. Hyatt, K. Long 

Cart Drivers - Captain- D. Rabon  

T. Turner, D. Belk, G. Boyd 

PEAK Jr - S. Dyer, A. Awtrey 

PEAK Kids - G. Wilson 

 

January 30th 

Welcome Desk - M. Stickeler, K. Long 

Cart Drivers -  Captain- R. Parkman 

J. Noon, S. Casey, D. Rudder 

Family Worship Sunday (No PEAK Kids) 

PEAK Jr - C. Weaver, D. Nelson 

 

Sympathy to  
Roy & Jeanette Cole, at the death of Jeanette’s 

sister, Adele Moody. 

 

Dianne & Wayne Nelson, at the death of  

Dianne’s mother, Joan Cochran. 

 

Brenda Franklin, at the death of her sister, 

Joyce Curtis. 

 

Lori Hill & Stacia Childress, at the death of 

Lori’s uncle & Stacia’s great uncle, Vernon Lee 

Norman. 

 

Bob & Emily Winn, at the death of Bob’s father, 

Clyde Winn. 

Lottie Moon Offering 

Goal:  $33,000 

 

As of 12/20/2021, $48,545.00 

 has been received! 

 

Thank you for giving generously!   


