
Church Events 
• Dec 1st - Private Budget 

Discussions, 5:30 pm, WC-ML-132 

(Esther Classroom) 

• Dec 1st - Public Budget 

Discussions, 6 pm, Worship Center 

• Dec 4th - Summit Students Parent 

Breakfast, 9:30 am, The Lodge 

• Dec 4th - Ladies Christmas Brunch, 

10 am, Family Life Ctr 

• Dec 5th - Called Church 

Conference, 11:45 am, Worship 

Ctr (Vote on 2022 Budget) 

• Dec 5th - First Steps, 11:45 am, The 

Lodge 

• Dec 7th - Alzheimer’s Support 

Group, 1:30 pm, FLC-219 

• Dec 12th - Christmas Choir Cantata, 

6 pm, Worship Ctr 

• Dec 14th - Thrive Moms, 6 pm, The 

Lodge 

• Dec 24th - Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service, 6 pm, 

Worship Ctr 
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Mountain 
Messenger 

Between the Giants  
Christmas Cantata 

Christmas Eve 
Join us in the Worship Center on Christmas Eve at 6 pm for a special  

candlelight service and observance of the Lord’s Supper.  A benevolence 

offering will be taken.  Nursery provided for birth to 2 years. 

84 CHURCH ST   HIAWASSEE, GA  30546   

PHONE:  706-896-2281  EMAIL:  INFO@MCCONNELLCHURCH.ORG 

It doesn’t really ever feel like Christmas until you start to hear Christmas 

music.  Nowadays, it seems like Christmas music starts around September 

(or earlier) completely skipping over Thanksgiving! Some people (like one 

of my daughters) tell me that Thanksgiving only exists the day before and 

the day of, and Christmas lasts all year long.  So even if you have been 

listening to Christmas music since September please come and worship 

with us on Sunday night, December 12 at 6PM in the sanctuary!   
 

Our story this year takes place in a coffee shop using the modern day 

characters from the Christmas story. You can see them come to life as 

they celebrate Christmas and realize there's more to our Christian lives 

than just living between the giants of Christmas and Easter.  Using classic 

Christmas songs as well as some new ones, our band, choir, and actors 

have been working hard to make it a great time for everyone!   
 

Make your plans now to attend and invite a friend!  It would be a great 

way to start a conversation about coming and experiencing Christ at 

McConnell!  Nursery provided for birth to 2 years.    

                                                    ~Chris Adams, Minister of Music 



First Steps Class 

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people 

who will walk alongside you through one of life’s 

most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go 

through the grieving process alone.   

Our next session begins on Thursday, January 

6th at 10 am in the Family Life Center, room 219. 

To register, please go to www.griefshare.org and 

enter our zip code (30546) and then click on 

“Find Groups”.  Click on “McConnell Memorial 

Baptist” and then click on “Register for this 

Group”.   

For more information, contact the church office 

at 706-896-2281. 

Mountain Country Christmas 
The McConnell Women’s Ministry is pleased to host the annual Christmas Brunch, Mountain Country Christmas, on 

Saturday, December 4th at 10 am in the Family Life Center.  This is a sold out event! 
 

The guest speaker is Carly Van Laar,  Carly is a wife and mother, two titles she enjoys the most.  She 

loves her Lord with all her heart and is careful to follow where He leads.   Carly serves on staff at her 

local church where she is the director of the Weekday Preschool Ministry and co-teaches Sunday School 

with her husband, Brandon.  They have twins in high school.   
 

Carly is the author of two books, Real Life Stories About Our Real God and Finding Hope.   Sharing Jesus 

with others is her passion! 

Finance Committee 
Proposed budget discussion will be Wednesday, December 1, 2021.  Private discussion from 5:30-6 pm in the Esther 

Sunday School Classroom (across from Library).  Public discussion at 6 pm in the Worship Center. There will be a called 

church conference on Sunday, December 5, 2021 to vote to approve the 2022 proposed budget following the morning 

service. 

Year end contributions may be given on any Sunday in December or you may give online at:   

https://mcconnellchurch.org/give/.   

Your mailed or online financial contributions must be postmarked or given online through our website on or before 

Friday, 12/31/2021, to be included with your 2021 contributions. 

If you are new to the church or want information on 

joining the church, please join Pastor Steve & Pastor 

Danny as they share information about McConnell, who 

we are, and our vision.  Meet in The Lodge immediately 

following the morning worship service on December 

5th for a light lunch.  This class is a prerequisite for  

joining the church.   Call the church office at 706-896-

2281 to register. 

There’s currently an urgent need for blood donors of all 

blood types.  Our annual Christmas blood drive helps 

ensure that blood products are readily available for  

patients in need at a time when the need is critical.    

A decision to donate blood can save a life, or even  

several, if your blood is separated into its components - 

red cells, platelets & plasma - which can be used  

individually for patients with specific conditions.    

Please visit www.redcross.org to make an appointment 

to donate on Tuesday, December 21st between 1 & 6 

pm. 

Blood Drive 

GriefShare Support Group 

https://mcconnellchurch.org/give/


I love to read and last year, I stumbled across a little 
book at our club house that has become one of my 
personal favorites (When the Last Leaf Falls by Bill 
Myers).  

At first, I thought it was just another book to pass the 
time but as a I read through it, I realized that it was 
describing the leg of journey that our family has been 
traveling through over the past few years with our 
parents. Death and dying are a part of the journey all 
families must travel sooner or later whether they are 
prepared for it or not. Some travel it with grace being 
supported by the company of family and friends and 
faith in God.  Others, not so much.  

I cannot tell you how I and my family have been 
touched by the care and the support that we have 
received from you over the past months and weeks. 
Thank you for the text, emails, cards, and countless 
expressions of love and understanding you have 
extended to us during this time. You are appreciated 
more than you will ever know. 

Like the last leaf that refused to let go, mom held on 
far longer than we expected but on Monday morning, 
she was finally able to let go. Even amid her confusion 
and clouded mind, the love of God proved to be 
constant and compelling. In the end, His love proved 
to be far stronger and deeper than the love that kept 
her hanging on here.  

There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens: 2 a time to be born and a 
time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 3 a 
time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and 
a time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a 
time to mourn and a time to dance… Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
(NIV) 

It was her time.  Now, she is reborn and with Jesus, 
and it is her time for dancing. Although I can’t 
remember ever seeing my mom dance before, I can’t 
wait to see it. Now it is our time to mourn, remember, 
and celebrate a life well lived that has forever marked 
me, my family, and countless others. Keep us in your 
prayers. 

Love in Christ 

Pastor Steve and the Taylor Family 

Pastor’s Pen 
Steve Taylor 

Lead Pastor 

Final count - 514 Shoeboxes!!! 
 

455 shoeboxes from McConnell  

59 shoeboxes completed online  
 

Thank you for sharing the gospel with 

children around the world!  

Welcome 

Sympathy to 
Tom & Denise Jarrard, at the death of their son, John. 

Steve & Desi Taylor & family, at the death of  Steve’ s 

mother, Kathryn Taylor. 
 

Frank Waye, at the death of his wife, Marilyn (former 

members). 

Daniel 

Garrett 

Kim & Mike  

Franklin 

Larry & Erika  

Williams 

Jaedyn Giordano 

Together we transform lives -  
Lottie Moon Week of Prayer   

(thru December 5th) 
 

Our goal is $33,000 
 
 

Every day, 155,473 people enter eternity without the hope 

of Jesus. Please join us as we observe the Week of Prayer 

for International Missions, where Southern Baptists pray 

for IMB missionaries, their ministries and the unreached 

people and places they serve.   
 

Please pray & give generously during December.   

 



Servants in Ministry 
December 5th 

Welcome Desk - A. & B. Williams 

Cart Drivers -  D. Rabon 

D. Oliver, T. Taylor, J. Hyatt 

PEAK Jr - P. Estrada, K. Douberly 

PEAK Kids - A. & D. Oliver 
 

December 12th 

Welcome Desk - R. & S. Moody 

Cart Drivers -  G. Wright 

P. Anderson, S. Berkstresser, J. Noon 

PEAK Jr - V. Awtrey, A. Burrell 

PEAK Kids - S. Boyd 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday Jan.5th 

Normal Wednesday activities resume. 
 

Sunday, Jan 9th 

Awana Zipline, 5 pm 
 

Monday, Jan 10th 

Awana Clubs resume 
 

Tuesday, Jan 18th 

Thrive Moms 
 

Sunday, Jan 23rd 

Lord’s Supper & Benevolence Offering 

Men’s Ministry 
 

Monday, Jan 24th 

Deacon’s Meeting  
 

Sunday, Jan 30th 

Family Worship Sunday 

December 19th 

Welcome Desk - J. & B. Cone 

Cart Drivers -  R. Viduna 

W. Benson, J. McConnell, D. Willrich 

PEAK Jr - C. Chastain, J. Williams 

PEAK Kids - E. Williams 

 

December 26th 

Welcome Desk - D. Harrison & D. Heard 

Cart Drivers -  D. Rabon 

G. Denton, G. Osborne, W. Nelson 

PEAK Jr - S. Dyer, A. Awtrey 

PEAK Kids - N. Altman 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Hope Room closed 12/23, 12/28 & 12/30.  Donations 

will not be accepted during this time. 

No Wednesday evening services or activities on 12/22 

or 12/29 for adults, youth or children. 

Prayer for the Country & Moral & Civic Concerns will 

not meet on Monday, 12/27. 

            Merry Christmas 
           from your   

              Church Staff 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

                                            Isaiah 9:6 


