
FLU VACCINE CLINICS 

For the upcoming flu season, flu vaccination will be very important to 

reduce flu because it can help reduce the overall impact of respiratory 

illnesses on the population and thus lessen the resulting burden on the 

healthcare system during the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are partnering 

with two area pharmacies to make it as easy as possible to have access 

to flu vaccine. 

 

Ingles Pharmacy Flu Vaccine Clinic 

Sunday, October 4th, Esther Classroom & Drive Thru Entrance Lobby. 

Times:  9:30 am to 10:15 am and from 11:30 am to 12:15 pm. 

 

King’s Pharmacy/Blairsville Flu Vaccine Clinic 

Wednesday, October 21st, Drive Thru Entrance Lobby. 

Time: 5-6 pm 

 

For both clinics, you will need to sign a consent & provide your 

insurance information to the pharmacy staff.  There is a fee if you do  

not have Medicare or health insurance.    

Church Events 

• Oct 1st - WMU Meeting,  
     10 am, FLC-233. 
 
• Oct 6th - Missions 

Committee, 4 pm, Choir 
Suite. 

• Oct 7th - Wednesday 
Praise & Prayer, 6 pm, 
Worship Center. 

• Oct 21st - Wednesday 
Praise & Prayer, 6 pm, 
Worship Center. 

• Oct. 25th - Men’s Ministry 
Meeting, 6 pm, The Lodge. 

• Oct 26th - Deacon’s 
Meeting, 7 pm, Worship 
Center. 

• Oct 31st - Set clocks back 
1 hour before bedtime! 

 

Mountain  Messenger 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

MCCONNELL BAPTIST CHURCH  

OCTOBER 2020 

84 CHURCH ST   HIAWASSEE, GA  30546   

PHONE:  706-896-2281  EMAIL:  INFO@MCCONNELLCHURCH.ORG 



.  

 

Operation Christmas Child 
This year we all have been affected by the day-to-day reality of 

the worldwide pandemic - a time when the joy, love and hope 

that comes only through Jesus are needed more than ever for 

hurting children, families, communities and countries around the 

world.   Children need great joy now more than ever. Most of all, they need the hope 

found only in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We thank God for the opportunity He's given us to walk along beside Him in this 

ministry and see the transformation of lives that continues to take place because you 

pack shoeboxes out of love.  Shoeboxes will be available in the Welcome Center during 

the month of October for you to pick up and fill with gifts for a special child.  Each 

shoebox will have a brochure inside which explains how to pack a shoebox.  You 

choose whether your gifts are for a boy or girl and the age range.  It is important that 

the label be placed on the shoebox only in the area designated for the label. 

 

Crocheted caps, lovingly made by ladies in the church, will also be available to you for 

inclusion in your shoebox, if you wish.   

Bible Studies 
How DID We Get the Bible?, a ten week study 

facilitated by Dan Guss, meets on Sundays, at 6 pm in 

the Esther Classroom.  This study started on Sunday, 

September 20th but you are welcome to attend at any 

session.  Contact Dan Guss at 706-994-7141. 

 

The Esther Classroom is located just inside the drive 

thru portico so please plan to enter the building at the 

drive thru entrance. 

 

Moses & the Burning Bush, a ten week study 

facilitated by Ed Dearborn, will begin on Sunday, 

October 4th, at 6 pm, in the Family Life Center, Room 

219.  In this study, R.C. Sproul examines the biblical 

account of Moses’ life-altering encounter with the Holy 

God and explains the meaning behind God’s 

appearance in the burning bush, as well as, the 

importance of His words to Moses.  He also 

demonstrates how the coming of Jesus Christ is 

foreshadowed in the meeting between God & Moses 

on holy ground.  Contact Ed at 706-896-0977 or email 

wyfr.mr.ed@gmail.com to register. 

 

The FLC-219 is located just inside the Family Life Center 

entrance (opposite Wholesale Plumbing) so please plan 

to enter the building at the FLC entrance. 

Mission GA 
State Missions 

Offering 

 
Goal:  $7500 

 
Offering To Date:  

$4817 

FAMILY MEALS 
 

Looking for a place to serve others?  Here’s an  

opportunity!  Each Wednesday during the school 

year, we provide a meal for our Peak Kids &  

Summit Students  & their families.  This gives the 

kids & youth a time to fuel up before going to 

their praise, worship & small group time and gives 

the families a chance to take a moment, slow 

down and connect with one another.  Another way 

to serve is to sign up to provide a dessert for a 

meal! 

 

Caitlin Ayers plans & coordinates the meals, but 

this is not a one person task!  She needs willing 

volunteers to come in to help prepare, serve & 

clean up following the meal.  As a volunteer, you 

help fill stomachs & hearts as you serve on the 

Wednesday Night Meal Team!  The meal is served 

at 5:15 pm in the Family Life Center.    

 

If you are interested in volunteering, or  just  

learning more about this ministry, please call or 

text Caitlin at 706-599-2698. 



 

 

 

 

Moving Forward Together 
In high school, who were your best friends?  Are you 

still friends with them now or have you lost touch 

with one another?  

Back in high school, I had a couple of close friends 

that were a big part of my life. And, for a while, I 

believed that those relationships would always be 

there, but time and distance had a way of changing 

those relationships.  I still keep up with them 

through a Facebook page from my high school but 

it’s not the same. I am sure that you can relate to 

what I’m talking about. 

Maybe that’s why Paul’s words struck a nerve with 

me this morning. Let me give you a little 

background. Paul was writing to a church that he 

had never been to but existed because of his 

extended ministry.  And here is the amazing thing. 

These people mattered to him. Even though he had 

never met them, he felt a connection to them 

because of Jesus Christ. So, he picked up pen and 

paper to write, instruct, and encourage them.  

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what 

is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor 

one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in 

zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 

Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 

in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in 

need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:9-13 (NIV) 

Paul said, “be devoted to one another in love…” If 

you are like me, you find Paul’s words especially 

challenging during the age of COVID 19 that we 

are currently living in.  Although we have made  

adjustments as a church, such as live streaming our 

services and making special announcements on  

Facebook and the Phonetree, they cannot replace our 

need for actually being together.   

 

Paul said that we are to “be devoted to one another in 

love” because we were created for relationships… our 

relationship with God and our relationship with others. 

Devotion can be defined as love, loyalty, or enthusiasm 

for a person, activity, or cause. The opposite of  

devotion is indifference. Like anything else that we are 

devoted to, maintaining our relationships with our 

church family during this time is going to take more 

than good intentions. It will require our energy and 

sacrifice.  

 

Devotion is a decision, not emotion. We make  

sacrifices for the things and the people that we are  

devoted to and that should include your church family. 

So, let me ask you a question. What does that look like 

for you during this time? Calling people? Writing a 

card? Praying? Giving or serving? Or, just simply  

showing up?  

 

I think it could be a combination of all those things. 

You can’t do it for all but you can do it for some. So, let 

me make a suggestion for how you can increase your 

devotion for your church family during this time. Just 

do for one what you would like to do for everyone. 

That’s simple and it’s a start. Just do for one what you 

would like to do for everyone and let it grow. 

 

Love God. Love People 

Pastor Steve 

SYMPATHY TO  
Marshall & Lorene Avery, at the death of Lorene’s 

mother, Jean Lewis. 

Betty Moody (previous member) & Joan Ghiotto, at 

the death of Betty’s  husband & Joan’s brother, Bob. 
 

Bobbie Steenerson & Diris Farmer, at the death of  

Bobbie’s brother & Diris’ brother-in-law, Hugh Howell. 
 

Ray Wine, at the death of his wife, Patti Wine. 



SERVANTS IN MINISTRY 

Volunteers for Nursery & PEAK Kids -  As scheduled by Jamie Shook & Steve Awtrey. 

Ushers - As scheduled per J. Hyatt & D. Gardner 

 

Greeter Team - #2 (or as scheduled by J. & C. Nichols)          

Security - S. Giles 
 

 

Additional Seating Option for Sunday Morning Service 

In addition to the main Worship Center and the balcony, seating is also available in 

The Lodge and the service is streamed to the big screen there.   If you would be 

more comfortable in a more relaxed setting, where you can bring your own coffee to 

enjoy, then The Lodge is the place for you!  Appropriate physical distancing will be 

practiced.  Masks recommended but not required. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, November 15th 

Lord’s Supper & Benevolence Offering 

Morning Worship Service 

 

Tuesday, December 15th 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

1 - 6 pm, Family Life Center 

Register online at www.redcross.org.   

 

 

WELCOME DESK  

10/4 - D. Harrison & P. Wroten 

10/11 - P. & D. Heard 

10/18 - K. Long & N. Dearborn 

10/25 - R. & C. Larson 

October is Pastor Appreciation month at McConnell!  

We have some very deserving pastors who serve the 

McConnell family well.  This is our opportunity to  

recognize them and show our appreciation for all that 

they do!  Please take the time to send a card with your 

note of appreciation to them!  There will be a basket for 

cards to be dropped off at the Welcome Center each 

Sunday in October or you may mail a card of  

appreciation to the church at P.O Box 235, Hiawassee, 

GA  30546.   

 

How else can you honor your pastors?  Prayer is huge. 

Pray for your pastors daily, in your own quiet time.    

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

CARTS  

10/4 - G. Denton, Captain, G. Denton, W. Nelson, T. Taylor 

10/11 - T. Folmar, Captain, B. Alwine, R. Hanks, L. Smith 

10/18 - R. Peterson, Captain, J. McConnell, A. Kloock, T. Garrett 

10/25 - J. Noon, Captain, S. Casey, B. Grimsley, T. Turner 


