
PHASE TWO REOPENING 

Phase 1 of the re-opening plan is underway and, as of the publication of 

this Mountain Messenger, a date has not yet been determined for the 

beginning of Phase 2.   The CDC still recommends the following:  stay 

home if you are sick, use online services when available, wear a cloth face 

covering when out and about, practice social distancing of at least 6 feet, 

wash your hands often and thoroughly for at least 20 seconds and use 

hand sanitizer when handwashing is not possible.  

 

In Phase 2, we will continue livestream of our Sunday morning service at 

10:15 am on Facebook & YouTube and in person, with seating limited to 

every other row.  The following activities will begin as a part of Phase 2, 

date to begin not yet determined: 
 

Sundays 

Nursery, PEAK KIDS JR & PEAK KIDS Sunday School & Worship. 

Adult Sunday School Classes with social distancing and limited seating. 

 

Wednesdays 

Bible Study & Prayer with Pastor Steve. 

Summit Students & PEAK KIDS EDGE. 

Parent’s Small Group. 

Church Events 

• July 2
nd

 - Church office 
closes at 1 pm. 

• July 3
rd

 - Church Office 
closed for July 4th 
Holiday 

• July 5
th

 - Patriotic 
Music in Worship 
Service. 

• July 5
th

 - Church Picnic 
has been cancelled. 

• July 7
th

 – Nominating 
Committee, 4:00 pm, 
Choir Suite 

• July 12
th 

- Lord’s 
Supper & Benevolence 
Offering, 10:15 am 
Service 

• July 19
th

  - TC Schools 
Baccalaureate Service, 
6 pm  
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July 2020 



GriefShare & Alzheimer’s Support 

During this time of transition, both the GriefShare & Alzheimer’s Support 

groups are still available to you and our community through online services.   

 

GriefShare, facilitated by Frances Alwine & Nancy Stahl, started a new  

session on Thursday, June 25th but you may register and join this group at 

any time.  They are meeting on Thursdays, at 10 am, through September 

24th via Zoom, a video-conferencing application.  To register, go to 

www.griefshare.org and enter your zip code to find our location, McConnell 

Memorial Baptist and then click on the meeting date to register.  Questions 

or concerns, please call Frances Alwine at (828) 361-4719 or Nancy Stahl at 

(770) 883-2356.  

 

The Alzheimer’s Support Group, facilitated by Lynn Cochran, meets on the 

first Tuesday each month at 1:30 pm via phone and/or video conference.  

Register for this support group by calling 1-800-272-3900 and letting them 

know you wish to register for the "Towns County, Georgia Caregiver Support 

Group". You can reach the Association at 1-800-272-3900.   Check out their 

website at www.alz.org for resources that may be helpful. This support group 

will transition back to in person meetings as a part of our Phase 3 re-opening 

plan, date still yet to be determined.   

Love In Deed 

Each year, in partnership with the Towns County 

Family Connections, the McConnell family 

generously provides donations of large-sized 

backpacks needed by Towns County Students as 

they return to school.   Donation bins will be 

located in the Family Life Center, drive thru lobby 

and in the church office on Sunday, August 2nd 

and Sunday, August 9th.  

YHC Ministry 
As things stand now, Young Harris College plans 

to re-open to students in August.  One of the 

things that the students have enjoyed each year is 

the gift of HE laundry pods from their friends  at 

McConnell!  Donation bins will be located in the 

drive thru lobby, the welcome desk area and in the 

church office.  Please bring your donations no 

later than Sunday, August 9th. 

VBS at Home  
was a great success!  
Thank you to all who 

participated! 

 

Blessed is the 
nation whose God 

is the Lord; and 
the people whom 
he hath chosen for 

his own 
inheritance.  

Psalm 33:12 

How to Join Our Church Family 
First Steps Class - attending this one-time class is 

required for membership. 

 

By profession of faith and baptism:  for one who 

has accepted Jesus as Lord & Savior and  

desires to obey Christ by being baptized by  

immersion. 
 

By statement of faith:  for one who has accepted 

Jesus as Lord & Savior and has been baptized by 

immersion, but is not a member of another  

Baptist Church. 
 

By transfer of letter:  for one who has accepted 

Jesus as Lord and Savior, has been baptized by  

immersion, and is a member in good standing of 

another Baptist Church. 

 

As a covenant member:  for one who is a  

member of another church yet wants to join our 

church family while they are living in our  

community.  They do not want to transfer their 

membership from their church, but want to  

identify with our church family.  (College students & 

seasonal residents often use this membership  

option.) 



This past Sunday we were able to open our 

doors for worship for the first time in over 

three months and I cannot tell you how I 

felt to be able to actually see you 

worshipping together in person again. 

There is something about gathering 

together for worship and fellowship that we 

cannot get any other way; be it Facebook 

Live, Zoom, or YouTube Live. The body of 

Christ is meant for fellowship and we were 

created with a need for human interaction 

and fellowship.  

 

During the “stay at home” order, we have 

tried to keep things as normal as possible 

for our congregation.  We have streamed 

worship services for all age groups; adults, 

children, and youth.  We have tried to stay 

connected through Instagram, Facebook, 

and PhoneTree messages. While all of those 

things are good and beneficial, we also 

realize that they cannot replace the physical 

and spiritual need that we have to actually 

be with one another. 

 

During this first phase of our reopening, 

some of you will be cautious and slow to 

return to services in person either because 

of your health or you think the risk is still 

too high. That’s okay and we understand 

that the best option for you right now 

might be to continue to stay connected 

through social media or our online services. 

My advice to you would be the same that 

the Apostle Paul gave to the early church in 

the book of Hebrews. 

 
 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 

not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching.”   

Hebrews 10:23-25 NIV 

 

Keep holding onto to faith and the hope we have in 

Jesus.  God is faithful and this will soon be behind us 

sometime in the near future.  For the next several weeks 

and months, things will be different as we regather.  Be 

patient and be understanding. We want to keep you 

safe and we do not want to become the church that 

makes the news because we didn’t take enough  

precautions. And, as soon as you feel confident 

enough, make your way back to church. We need you 

here with us and you will find that you can come back 

home. The doors will be open and we will be here wait-

ing for you. Until then, we will keep you in our prayers 

as we are confident that you will keep us in yours. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Steven and the McConnell Staff 

Carol Armstrong, at the death of her daughter-in-

law, Anne Christine Armstrong. 

Carol O’Dell, at the death of her mother, Lula Mae 

Hunter. 

Margaret Hedden, at the death of her brother,  

Johnny Burch. 
 

Jamie Shook, at the death of her grandmother, Willa 

Christopher. 

Debi Tyler, at the death of her father, Vernon Shell. 

Sympathy to  



Servants in Service 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday, August 13th 

Towns County Schools begin 

 

Friday, August 14th - 22nd  

Georgia Mountain Fair. 

 

Monday, August 17th  

Preschool Classes begin  
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PHONE:  706-896-2281   

EMAIL:  INFO@MCCONNELLCHURCH.ORG 

Greeter Team - #11           Security - F. Witkowski 

Ushers - As scheduled per J. Hyatt & D. Gardner 

 

 

July 5th 

WELCOME DESK - L. & R. Wark 

INVITATION TEAM - R. Moody & J. Yandell 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - TBD 

T. Folmar, J. Brock, B. Childress 

 

July12th 

WELCOME DESK - R. & C. Larson 

INVITATION TEAM - T. Clark & T. Thomas 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - R. Viduna 

G. Sage, D. White, K.D. White 

 

July 19th 

WELCOME DESK -  M. Chaney, M. Ashley, S. Childress 

INVITATION TEAM - B. & P. Miller 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - C. Baggett 

T. Branch, J. Sanderson, J. Church 

 
 

July 26th 

WELCOME DESK - J. Cone 

INVITATION TEAM - B. McDaniels & P. Turner 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - G. Wright  

D. Shively, S. Casey, J. Hyatt 
Our services are streamed live on 

Facebook & YouTube every Sunday 

morning at 10:15 am! 

WINDSTREAM CHANNEL 4  

With the discontinuation of Windstream Cable in  

August, a decision was made to discontinue the  

broadcast of our Sunday morning services on  

Windstream Channel 4.  This change was effective in 

June, 2020.   While Channel 4 will still be available to 

those who choose to use the streaming service  

provided by Windstream, many people are choosing 

other options for television services and will not have 

access to Channel 4.  Anyone with internet can find us 

on Facebook or YouTube every Sunday at 10:15 am. 

PHONE TREE CALLS 

If you are a member or regular attender and you are not 

receiving the PhoneTree calls and would like to, please 

contact the office by phone or email  

connie@mcconnellchurch.org. 

 

ADDRESS/EMAIL CHANGES 

If you have had a recent physical address or email  

address change, please make sure that the church office 

has been notified. 

Connect with McConnell! 

We use a text service to allow quick & easy  

communication with us.  The number to text is  

706-995-7515 and you may text only these words: 

CONNECT, SERVE & GIVE. 
 

CONNECT:  sends you a link to the Connection Card, which 

includes your prayer requests and questions/comments. 
 

SERVE:  sends you a link to provide info on where you’d like 

to serve at McConnell.  
 
 

GIVE:  sends you a link to online giving. 


