
  Puerto Rico Mission Trip Church Events 
• Mar 1st - 8th Annie 

Armstrong Week of Prayer 

• Mar 6th - Daddy/Daughter 

Date Night, 6:00 - 8:30 pm, 

The Lodge 

• Mar 7th - 14th - Puerto Rico 

Mission Trip  

• Mar 8th - DST begins (set 

your clocks forward on 

Saturday evening) 

• Mar 9th - Thrive Moms,  

      6:30 pm, The Lodge 

• Mar 20th - Family Game 

Night, 6 pm, FLC 

• Mar 28th - If:Gathering 2020, 

9 am - 2 pm, The Lodge 

• Mar 29th - Grand Prix & Soup/

Chili Cookoff, 4:30 pm, FLC 

• Mar 29th - Messiah in the 

Passover, 6 pm, Worship 

Center 

Mountain 
Messenger 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER   
 

If:Gathering 2020 

Please be in prayer for our Puerto Rico Mission team as they leave on  

Saturday, March  7th, returning on March 14th.  They will be busy 

helping with home repairs in an area devastated by Hurricane Maria in 

2017.   

MARCH 2020  

Our Women’s Ministry will host the IF:Gathering 2020, on Saturday, 

March 28th, 9 am - 2 pm where the focus is completely, entirely on the 

person of Jesus. That is it. This is our hope and we need hope.  Let’s 

come together, ignore all the noise and chaos inside of us and listen to 

the word of God.  The world is spinning out like crazy and so are the  

insides of us, and we need the thing that is going to steady us.  We’re in 

this to grow the kingdom of God. Let's stand back and watch what God is 

going to do.  Tickets on sale for $10 (to cover cost of lunch & snacks) in 

the Welcome Center during the month of March. 

Messiah in the Passover 

Ryan Karp, with Chosen People Ministries, will  

present Messiah in the Passover on Sunday, March 

29th, at 6 pm.  This presentation gives the big  

picture of redemption history by connecting the Passover of  

Exodus, through the traditions of Judaism, to the last Supper that 

Jesus had with His disciples.  Seeing these connections between the 

Old & New Testaments will help us see how these relate personally 

to our lives and understand that Jesus was the powerful fulfillment of 

the Passover Lamb who redeems us from slavery, sin & death. 
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Date Night 

Game Night 

Thrive Moms 
Thrive Moms is a ministry for moms to encourage 

and inspire you to do more than JUST SURVIVE 

motherhood.  We believe God wants us to thrive 

and walk confidently in who He calls us to be as 

mothers.  We are a ministry seeking to serve, 

inspire, and empower imperfect moms with the 

perfect grace of Christ.   

Any moms from the community with 12th grade 

children and under are welcome to join us at any 

time during the year. Each meeting looks a little  

different but all include dinner, fellowship and a 

time for sharing on issues relevant to moms and 

families today. Come spend time with other moms 

who can relate and support you!  
 

Our next meeting is Monday, March 9th, 6:30 - 

8:30 pm, in The Lodge.  Free childcare will be  

provided for children birth thru 5th grade. 
 

For more information please contact Calah 

Pearson (706) 599-9144 or email  

thrivemomshiawassee@gmail.com 

Grand Prix & 
Soup/Chili Cookoff 

Summit Students & PEAK Kids Ministries will host a Daddy/Daughter Date 

Night on Friday, March 6th, in The Lodge.  Dads (or granddads, uncles,  

brothers, or other significant father figures), this is your opportunity to spend 

time with your special young lady.  Dinner & photo booth opportunity  

provided!  Call the church office to register at 706-896-2281. 

Preschool Registration 

Preschool registration for the 2020/2021 school year will begin on 

Monday, March 2nd, at 8:00 am, for McConnell Church members and 

current enrollees.  Registration will be open to the public beginning 

Tuesday, March 17th at 8:30 am.  For more information contact Emily 

Winn, Preschool Director at 706-896-2281. 

Ready for some fun?  McConnell will host a game 
night on Friday, March 20th, at 6 pm in the Family 
Life Center.  This is for everyone, all ages and   
supper included!  Make plans now to come out and 
enjoy an evening of fellowship, food & fun. 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins Sunday, March 8th 

Remember to set your 

clocks forward one hour 

before retiring on  

Saturday evening! 

All parents, grandparents, kids, and interested 

spectators are invited to the Grand Prix on  

Sunday, March 29th at 4:30 p.m. in the Family 

Life Center.  This is a fun & exciting Pinewood 

Derby style racing event.  It helps to build a bond  

between kids and their parents as they work  

together to build the best car ever!  It’s not only 

about winning the race, but winning moms, dads 

and kids to Christ.  All are invited to bring your 

fastest car and best soup or chili!  Special races 

for adults.  The event is sponsored by Awana 

Clubs & PEAK Kids ministries.  For more  

information contact David Keating at 706-897-

0378. 

Annie Armstrong  

Week of Prayer & Easter Offering 
The Week of Prayer is annually observed by SBC  

churches to pray for missionaries, their ministries and 

their families. Prayer is the fuel for spiritually sustaining 

missionaries in places where the gospel is greatly  

needed, but often opposed.   The Annie Armstrong  

Easter offering provides support for thousands of  

missionaries. The needs are great, but the living hope  

of Christ is greater.  Through your gifts, lives are being  

impacted and transformed every day.  Our goal this  

year is $15,000.   

mailto:thrivemomshiawassee@gmail.com


Pastor’s Pen Attention High School Seniors:   

Beginning March 2nd, applications will be available 

in the Church Office, Monday through Thursday,   

8 am to 5 pm and Fridays, 8 am to 1 pm for the Ray 

Nicholson Scholarship.  Applicants must be a 

resident of Towns, Union or Clay Counties and a 

high school senior.  Applications must be submitted 

to the Church Office no later than Monday, March 

30th at 5 pm. 

Scholarship 

Chassner Small Group 

Easter Lilies 

Osborn Cemetery 
For McConnell Church Members:  Dianne  

Nelson, a representative from the Osborn  

Cemetery Ministry Team, is available to answer  

questions and take reservations for the cemetery 

or columbarium.  Call Dianne at 706-896-7736 

to schedule an appointment. 

Beginning March 16th through April 20th, the 

Chassner Small Group will begin a new study, verse 

by verse and commentary, on the Books of Ruth & 

Esther.  This group meets on Mondays in The Lodge.  

Dinner is from 6 until 7 pm with Bible study from  

7 - 8:30 pm.   If you’ve been looking for a small 

group, check this one out! 

Easter Lilies for the Church can be  

ordered in memory of, or in honor  

of a loved one for $6.00 each.   

Order forms will be available in the  

Welcome area Sundays, March 8th 

- March 29th, or weekdays in the 

Church Office.  The  lilies will  be   

used  to  decorate  the Worship Center during 

Easter and can be picked up on Easter Sunday  

following the morning service.  

On A Mission 
Shopping. It’s a word that most men hate… and it  
explains why you can almost always find a bench near 
the front doors of many department stores and 
scattered throughout the outlet malls. Most women can 
spend a day shopping and buy almost nothing and still 
have a good time. Most men, on the other hand, would 
rather get a root canal than go shopping without an  
intended objective. There are exceptions to the rule but 
if you give a man something specific to go after (a  
purpose), he will become a man on a mission.  
 
Tell him the aisle where the objective can be found and 
map out a route for him that avoids the tool section, 
electronics, and any other distractions. Put a picture of 
it on his phone so he doesn’t get confused and comes 
back with something different; and turn him loose. His 
hunting and gathering instincts will kick in and he will 
be in and out in no time. Mission accomplished.  
 
Now you might be wondering, “Where is the pastor  
going with this?” Let me tell you. The church and the 
people of God are people on a mission. Jesus gave us an 
assignment and the power to accomplish it. Our  
mission is to help lost people find and follow Jesus.  
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8 (NIV) 

This is our mission. It isn’t that complicated but it’s easy  
to get sidetracked by all kinds of good and meaningful  
distractions and end up neglecting the main part of the  
mission that Jesus gave us. So, let me ask you  
something.  
 
Are you on mission? Have you been sidetracked and are 
off course? Or are you sitting on the bench waiting for 
someone else to do what we’ve all been called to do? 

Still On A Mission 
Pastor Steve 

Meals of Hope 
The Lake Chatuge-Hiawassee Rotary needs your 

help on Saturday, March 14th, from 9 am until 

noon, to package 60,000 meals for our local  

community!  To volunteer, email  

h4hrestoreblv@gmail.com or call Cathy at the 

Habitat ReStore at 706-745-7101.   

 



SERVANTS IN SERVICE 

Greeter Team - #7 
Security - G. Wright 
Ushers - Morning: D. Gardner, Head Usher 

Balcony Usher:  L. Hollingshead 

D. Gardner, G. Herreid, S. Ledford. T. Shook,  

A. Saylor, T. Wade 

Evening: R. Wine, Head Usher 

 

March 1st 

INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 

S. Watson, M. Mauldin, T. Bauer, F. Parris 

PEAK KIDS - S. & V. Awtrey, D. Taylor 

FIRST TOUCH - D. & M. Meeks 

WELCOME DESK - D. & C. Barry 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - G. Boyd 

D. Phillips, D. White, KD White 

 

March 8th 

INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 

S. Adams, A. Rogers, H. Adams, K. McRoberts 

PEAK KIDS - S. Awtrey, C. & J. Shively 

FIRST TOUCH - J. & K. Townsend 

WELCOME DESK - J. & J. Armstrong 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - B. McDaniel 

J. Church, G. Wright, S. Casey 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
21 Days of Prayer & Fasting - 3/23 - 4/12 
(Watch Sunday Bulletins for more info) 

Nicaragua Mission Trip - 4/4-4/11 

Landscape Workday, 4/4, 8:30 - noon 

Children’s Choir, 4/5, morning service 

First Steps Class, 4/5, The Lodge 

Blood Drive, 4/7, Family Life Center, 1 pm 

Special Olympics, 4/15, Towns Co. Schools 

Chili Fundraiser, 4/26, Family Life Center 

Quarterly Conference, 4/26, 7 pm 

 

March 15th 

INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 

C. Therrel, S. Dyer, V. Turner, M. Thomson 

PEAK KIDS - S. Awtrey, S. Boyd, T. Clark 

FIRST TOUCH - G. & L. Herreid 

WELCOME DESK - J. Benson, S. Turner 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - P. Major 

T. Folmar, J. Sanderson, J. Noon 

 

March 22nd 

INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 

C. Pearson, G. Wilson, D. Sims, A. Awtrey 

PEAK KIDS - S. Awtrey,  J. & L. Ledford 

FIRST TOUCH - B. Arnett, N. Donegan 

WELCOME DESK - L. & R. Wark 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - D. Wilson 

B. Childress, D. Rogers, J. Townsend 

 

March 29th 

INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 

J. Shook, J. Cone, S. Kendall, S. Nichols 

PEAK KIDS - Family Worship Sunday 

FIRST TOUCH - J. & K. Gallogly 

WELCOME DESK - R. & S. Moody 

WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - C. Houser 

J. Hyatt, J. McConnell, T. Branch 

Sympathy to  
Larry & Carolyn Ratliff, at the death of Larry’s mother. 

Kaaren Nelsen, at the death of her husband, George. 

Phyllis Ott, at the death of her husband, Ken. 

Doris Kuntz, at the death of Harold Bailey. 

Library 
During these cold, rainy winter months, our library is 

an excellent resource for good books!  Stop by on 

Sundays or Wednesday mornings and check them out!  

The library continues to seek donations of gently 

used, Christian books.  Donations may be dropped off 

at the library on Wednesdays, 10 am - 12 noon.    


