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Pastor’s  Pen... 
Welcome New Members! 

Paola Torres    Ashley, Drew &        David, Alicia & 
    Estrada     Harper Oliver          Andrew Rogers 
 
     
 
 
 

            Cindy Anderson             Seth Rutan  

 

 

Let’s Stay Connected 
 

If you’ve changed your mailing address, phone number 
or email address in the last six to twelve months, please 
let the Church Office know!  You may do this by check-
ing the box for change in Address/Phone/Email on your 
Connection Card and recording the new information on 
the card, or call the Church Office at 706-896-2281 and 
we’ll be happy to make those changes for you. 

 

Activities for the kids! 

Bring a potluck dish to share 

and your lawn chair! 

Open Doors 

Doors. Ever since we were old enough to turn a door 
handle,   it  seems  that  there  was  someone  who  was  
either asking us to open a door or reminding us to close 
the door behind us. How many of you were ever told to 
“Shut the door!” by your parents growing up? Honestly, 
I still need to be reminded every now and then to close 
the door behind myself and I guess you do as well.  
 

Doors are important because they represent some-
thing. Like Jesus’ message to the church in Philadelphia. 
Here Jesus is pictured as the one who holds the key of 
David; which means authority and access. 

“What he opens no one can shut and what he shuts no 
one can open.”   Rev. 3:7 

For the person on the outside, an open door represents 
an opportunity. We all love open doors of opportunity, 
but we also need to recognize that a closed door isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing; especially if it’s supposed to be 
closed. For the person on the inside, a closed door can 
represent security and safety. And, this is where we 
need your help. 

Closing Doors: We want our facilities to be open 
and accessible for the church and the community but 
we are finding way too many doors left open when they 
are supposed to be closed.  This is a safety and security 
issue that we need to address in the following ways. 

When you enter the building (at times other than 
for regular services), please make sure that you 
come through the office entrance first so that 
we know you are in the building. No one likes 
to be surprised by running into someone you 
didn’t know was there. 

When you leave the building, don’t assume that the 
door locked behind you. Check it by pulling on 
it. If you discover that a door isn’t closing or 
locking properly, please notify one of the staff 
immediately so that it can be secured. 

If you’ve been assigned a key to the church, please 
do not duplicate it or loan it to someone else.  

By following these simply guidelines, you can help us 
keep our campus safe, secure, and accessible for every-
one.  

   In Christ, 



 

 
 
 

        “Each seed planted in a young child’s life will save and  
                  enrich many lives for generations to come”! 
 

Thank you to all our wonderful VBS volunteers, our 
Deacons who served lunch and the many members who 
contributed delicious cookies and fruit drinks!  You made 
this year’s VBS a big success! 
 

P.E.A.K. Kids are still meeting Wednesday nights!  Join us  
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the Children’s Department of the FLC.  
  

A P.E.A.K Kids Summer Movie Night will be held 
Wednesday, July 18th at 6:00 p.m. in the Children’s 
Department.  Join us for “The Miracle Maker – The Story of 
Jesus.”  Bring a friend!! 
 

Save the Date - Wednesday, August 29th from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. for an evening of Pasta-bilities.  P.E.A.K. Kids will enjoy 
a pasta dinner,  make a pasta craft and learn of all the 
possibilities available to them living a Christ centered life. 
 

 

 

Deacons Nomination Deadline 
Fast Approaching  

The deadline for submitting Deacon nominations is 
Sunday, July 8th.  If you are a McConnell church 
member, you’ve been asked for your input by 
prayerfully submitting up to five names for 
consideration.  Nominees must have been a McConnell 
church member for at least one year and meet the 
biblical requirements for serving.  Recommendation 
forms, as well as the biblical qualifications to serve, are 
still available at the Welcome Center.    

 

Be Grace-Full This Summer  
 

Each summer we experience a problem of not having 
enough parking spaces close to our church entrances 
for our first time guests and visitors as well as our 
handicapped and more mature folks. This forces some 
of them that are struggling to walk further than they 
really should have to. This situation presents a couple 
of opportunities for our church family to extend 
hospitality and grace to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. “Help needy Christians; be inventive in 
hospitality.” Rom. 12:13 (MSG) Here are a couple of 
ways you can help out.  
 

First, recognize that we have satellite parking areas 
available to us. We can use the South State Bank 
parking lots, the Wholesale Supply parking areas, the 
doctor’s offices parking areas directly across from 
Wholesale supply and the parking lot of our former 
Ministry Center above the doctor’s offices. On the 
other side of the church we have Chatuge Hospital’s 
parking areas (not near the Emergency Room Entrance) 
and the adjacent doctor’s offices parking areas. If 
you’ve been blessed with good health and are able 
bodied, we ask that you utilize the lots that are a little 
further away.  
 

Second, carpool if you can. Consider if your household 
can ride together instead of bringing two or more cars. 
It may mean you have to make a slight schedule 
adjustment due to serving in different ministries at 
different times. But, this is another great solution that 
will give us significant relief to our overcrowded 
parking dilemma.  
 

Thank You so much for being considerate and 
demonstrating your compassion to those God brings to 
our door steps. 

 

 

 

Loving God  
     Loving Kids 

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
 

An Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group offers just that - a 
safe place for caregivers, family, and friends of persons with 
dementia to meet and develop a mutual support system.  
Participation in a support group can be an empowering ex-
perience, helping members feel better prepared to cope 
with their unique situation.  Did you know that the local 
Alzheimer’s Support Group meets at McConnell the first 
Tuesday of each month, (except January), at 1:30 p.m. in 
Room 219 of the Family Life Center. All are welcome to join. 

Church Conference 
Mark your calendar to attend our Quarterly Church 
Conference  Sunday, July 29th at 7:00 p.m., immediately 
following the Evening Worship Service. 

 

Whoa! What an amazing time at camp! First, 
thank you for making BigStuf financially possi-
ble for 44 students and 8 adults!  Because of 
your gifts and prayers we had an amazing 
week! We saw the Lord move in a mighty way 

and witnessed 2 of our students place their faith in Jesus 
and every student left the week changed. If you get a 
chance ask a student about their experience! 
 

BigStuf has set the pace for our summer and we’ve strategi-
cally planned the summer alternating Wednesday nights at 
the church and off campus activities.  We did this so our 
students could grow closer to God and to one another. Our 
theme for the summer is “Summer to the Max” because we 
believe God has given students the summer to grow and we 
want them to get all Jesus has to offer!  John 10:10 
 

      Helping students find & follow Jesus, 
 



 

July Ushers  
Morning Service:  J. Hedden  - Head Usher  
Balcony Usher:  B. Cone      
D. Gardner, H. Harper, S. Ledford, T. Shook, A. Saylor,  
R. Shattles, J. Wagoner 
Evening Service:  R. Wine  - Head Usher 
 
 

Tanya Kerlin, at the death of her mother,  Debra Sofield. 
 

Suzan Ledford & Donna Trull,  at the death of Suzan’s 
brother-in-law, Donna’s cousin, Stan Woodard. 
 

Suzan Ledford on the death of her uncle, Harold Heusel. 
 

Marcella Collier on the death of her father. 
 

Martha Meeks on the death of her brother-in-law, Keith 
Echols. 
 

 

 

Save the dates 
Sunday, August 12th, join us at 6:00 p.m. for  Church on the 
Hill for our Back to School Event at the Georgia Mountain 
Fairgrounds, Lower Pavilion. 
 

Sunday, August 19th at 8:00 a.m. join us for Celebration 
Café in the Family Life Center. 
 
 

  Mountain Messenger Deadline 
The cut off for submitting an item to the church office for 
the Mountain Messenger is the 15th of each month unless 
the 15th falls on a weekend, then the deadline will be the 
following Monday. 

Servants in Ministry 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS  -  7.1.18   
INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 
K. Clark, T. Clark, F. Ayers 
GREETERS – Team # 11 SECURITY  - T. Thomas  
FIRST TOUCH - A. & A. Lawrence 
WELCOME DESK - J. & J. Armstrong 
WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - K. Joyner 
D. Dermody, T. Rooney, B. Miller 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS  -  7.8.18 
INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 
V. Barrett, L. Shook, K. McRoberts 
GREETERS – Team # 11  SECURITY – T. Thomas 
FIRST TOUCH - K. & M. Joyner 
WELCOME DESK - Shelley McDaniels 
WELCOME CARTS  – Capt. - H. Goddard  
C. Houser, J. Hyatt, B. McDaniels 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS - 7.15.18 
INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 
C. Therrel, M. Thomson, L. Shook 
GREETERS – Team # 11 SECURITY – T. Thomas 
FIRST TOUCH -  C. & S. Hood 
WELCOME DESK - G. Gooding & B. Cooley 
WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - J. Nichols 
N. Caddell, S. Casey, P. Major 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS - 7.22.18 
INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 
K. Clark, T. Clark, B. McDaniels 
GREETERS – Team # 11 SECURITY – T. Thomas 
FIRST TOUCH - B. & J. Crowder 
WELCOME DESK - L. Shook & D. Heard 
WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - C. Nicholson 
W. Nelson, S. Kerlin, M McFerrin 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS - 7.29.18 
INFANTS & 2 YR OLDS, 3 & 4 YR OLDS 
S. Adams, D. Fain 
GREETERS -  Team #11  SECURITY - T. Thomas 
FIRST TOUCH - D. & M. Meeks 
WELCOME DESK - J. & D. Harrison 
WELCOME CARTS - Capt. - G. Boyd 
R. Engert, B. Grimsley, G. Herreid 
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